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JO HN POOR .

All that is now left of the once prosperous min ing

camp of L ouisville, I S the residence and store of John
Poor, who came to the place in 1 867, and established

himself in business. He was born in Concord, New

Hampshire, October 28, 1 828, and came to California

in 1 85 2, e ngaged in the mines at Columbia F lat,
and stil l later, at Peru.

When qui te a boy he went to sea onboard an old
S pouter,

” or whaling vessel,
’

and in the service of

such has
-

traveled the waters of the Atlantic and Paci
fic oceans, passed through B ehring

’s S traight to the
North S e a. On the 3oth day of July, 1 863, he mar

ried S usan S mith, who was
_

'

born i n the county of

Cork, I reland, March 5 , 1 840 , and came to
'

California .

in 1 862 . To
_
.them have be en born four children

,

John, on the 24th day of April, 1 864, William on

D ecember 1 0 , 1 866, S id M ., November 9, 1 868, and
Charles, August 1 3, 1 870 . On the 1 8th

,
day of No

vembe r, 1 88 1 ,Mr. Poor’s entire property
“

was
“

destroyed

by fi re, but was soon rebuilt and business resumed.

I n connectionwi th his store he does some miriing
“and

farming.

E L I AS L . PARK E R

Was born "in Massachusetts
, 1 830 , crossed the plains

to California with oxen ' in 1 850 ; Has been one of

the enterprising men of the county
,
was actively e n

gaged in mining and farming for many years. I s

owner ofthe L i t tle Weber ditch, built in 1 85 2 . E rec

ted the brick building now used as ah Academy at

Placervillef R esides three m i les southeast of Placer
vi lle. ‘

I s a
'

member of the Pioneer Association at
Placerville .

1

JO S E PH W. D . PH I L L I PS

Was born in
_Orange county, Vermont, on the 9th

of February, 1 827;
'

and is the oldest son of Joseph M .

and L ydia Phill ips; when about 9 years old . his parents

removed to Pennsylvan ia and settled in L awrence

county. I n May, 1 846 he left home and went to
'

Nauvoo,
_

Hancock county, I llinois, where he engaged

in clerking for four years. :He then
-

purchased the

business and conducted it for several years. On the
20 th day of D ecember, 1 85 2 he took passage on the
steamship Northern L ight for Cali fornia and arrived

at San Francisco 1 853. He went to
Nevada city and began hotel keeping in a house
known as the K e ystown.

’

I n June, 1 85 5 he went to
S hasta county and there

_

kept
’

a hotel at H- orse town.

I n S epte mber, 1 857 he returned E ast leaving his
family in cal ifornia, they soon joined him,

and re

moved to C -oles
“

county, I llinois, in March of 1 85 8.

I n the fall,same year, they re t1
’

1rne d again to California
and kept a boarding house in T uolumne county

,
on

the 2 2d day of June, 1 860 he came to E l D orado
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county and located on a ranch between Hope and
L ake valleys , here he spent the summer and the winter

at Placerville. I n 1 862 he opened the Phillip st a t ion

on the stage road and made it his .permanent abode
t ill 1 869.

I n 1 873 he located his present home on sect ion

4, Township 1 1
,
Range 1 0 and began improving it.

I n 1 874 he was the independent candidate for the As
sembly and beaten by a very trifl ing majority . I n

1 879 he was again _
beat

'

en for the same place by a

very small vote. His brother D aniel is a partner in

the ranch, they have abou t 40 acres under cult ivation

all very productive land. Mr. Phillips i s one of the

enterprising and industrious men of E l D orado county,
he has been engaged in many mining ventures that
were not successful, but never gave up. He was

wedded to M i ss M e hitable J . B all
,
at Quincy, I llin

ois, _
on the 2 2d day of S eptember,1 85 7. They have

two chi ldren ,
“ viz : S ierra N evada, born at Nevada

city, California, July now Mrs. A. W. Clark,
of G lenbrook,

_

Nevada, and I da M . , born at Williams

field, Ashtabula cou
‘

nty, Ohio, on the rgth of May,

1 858, now Mrs. J . B . Meloche, of G le nbrooke , Ne v.

Mr. P hillips wa
'

s S uperintendent of the United S tates

M ining Company near Nevada city, the first one to
erect pumps in that vicinity. I n 1 876 his property

in the mountains was destroyed by fire.

WI L L I AM MAD I S O N PALM E R ,

I s a native of North Carolina, and son of George an d

Polly Palmer. He was brought to light on the fi rst

day of D ecember, 1 822 . He served .under General

Taylor
,
in the war with M ex ico, during which cam

paign he visited the ci ty of M exico, B uenevista and

other places of interest in the ancient land. I n 1 85 2

he came to Californ ia and from that time followed the

mines continuously at Coloma, Johntown, Placervi lle,
D ownieville, and other points He then

engaged “in the cattle business and isnow the most ex
tensive ly in terested in that

“ branch of any party in th e

county. I s also engaged "in sheep growing, keeps
about sheep, and 30 0

'

he ad of cattle. I n 1 875

he purchased the Boland, better known as the
“ S pring Garden

” ranch, one of the best stock ranches
in

_

E l D orado.county. I n additiontothis he has a fine
mountain range

,
called Union valley, and in all about

acres of land. Mr. Palm e r is one of the oldest
and most responsible c itizensof the county, having by
hard work and perseverance accumulated a good com

pe te nce . I n his boyhood days there were no free

schools and he received but a limited education, in a

subscription school inB uncombe county, where he
Was born . His mother was a Miss S tarrit of re volu

tionary fame, h e r ancestors having won distinction in

the struggle for liberty.


